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ujl, ^fw Extraordinary Cafe of a CofhVe f Perfin, in 
& Letter from Mr B. Sherman to Vr Bcefton of 
fpfwich j */>/?/? 4 H<?fe m the fame by Mr William 
Cowper, F, % S. 

HT^His perfon, whofe Name was Thomas Phillips of 
Jf. Eitfthorp, near ICcldcn in Fjjex, was as weii in eve- 
ry refpec> as a Child could poffibly be til! he was a year 
and a" quarter old 5 at which time a very ftrange and al- 
nioft continual rumbling in his Inteftines feiz'd him, the 
confequencc was a violent Lcofenefs, for which all the 
Phylicians near the place could find no Remedy : But at 
iaft, vvhen they defpaired of the Guilds Lite, the L. no- 
nets terminated in fuch an unufua! Obftru&ion, th:,:t he 
did not go to Stole for a fortnight or three u-eeks rcge- 
ther, and from three weeks it proceeded giad^-ally to the 
intervals of 17 or 18 weeks, and £b continued till be came 
to be about the age of fifteen, when his Body relumed 
its natural temper, which lafted 4 or 5 years, but then 
the Obitruefcion returned, and continued, or racher in- 
creas'd till he dyed 5 for it was cuftomary vvkh him in 
the Iaft years of his Life not to evacuate any maimer of 
Excrement under the interval of nineteen or twenty weeks, 
and fomctimes ( twice at leaft ) he had no difdiargc for 
one or two and twenty weeks together, He lived co ?:e 
near 23 years of Age, and walk'd about almoftto rhc hoar 
of his Death; for he was fuddenly feiz'd with very (kk 
Fits ( but crnJd not Vomit), two or three ef v/lkb Fits 
carry 'd him off in a few hours 5 arid when he dytl .it v/as 
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nine weeks alter Be had any Stole. He dyed about a year 
after I wrote to you firft concerning him. I ask'd hirn 
fome Questions, which I apprehended neceffary, as whe- 
ther he did Vomit often, or had at any time any Ex- 
crementous Taftes in his Month, or did Sweat fmuch, or 
made more Urine than in proportion to his drinking, ot 
whether he found any eafe when he did either Vomit, 
Sweat or Urined ; all which queftions were anfwered in 
the Negative. When he did go to Stole he evacuated 
very many times in a day, and feveral days together, until 
he had emptyed himfelf. But I muft tell you, that his 
Mother allures me, that throughout his whole Life he 
never difcharg'd any other than very thin Excrement. 

Before his time of Evacuation came about, he was of art 
extraordinary bignefs many weeks before his going to 
Stole, unlefs when he could break Wind, which he often 
endeavour'd to do, by laying his Body on the edge of a. 
Table or Stool, but could not often by fo doing produce 
the defired effect. He declined the ufeof all Medicines for 
many years before he dy'd, contenting himfelf with go- 
ing to Store once in three or four months, or nineteen or 
twenty weeks, as above mention'd. But that which a- 
mufes me a3 much as any thing is, that he generally had 
a petty good Stomach, and eat and drank as the reft of 
the Family did ^ nay, till the time that his Body came to 
be very full, he could do the work of a Man at Plow, 
or fuch like Husbandly labour, for Agriculture was his 
employment, I was very defirous to have open'd his 
Body, but could by no means convince his Mother of the 
ufefulnefs and advantage of fuch a Diffeciion, which was 
no fmall regret to me, for 1 thought it great pity that 
fuch an extraordinary cafe fhoald not be , inquired into, 
and indeed the Minifter of the Patifn did preis his directi- 
on very hard, but the Mother was yet inflexible. This, 
Sir, is the truth of his cafe, and at firft may feem almoft 
incredible $ but when I allure you that I had this account 
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fcom the Perfons own Mouth in his Life time, confirm'd 
at the fame time by his Mother who is yet living, and 
has very lately repeated the fame to me,I hopeit may obtain 
credit with you; befides I can affure you, that ail the 
Neighbourhood will witnefs the truth of it; many Gen- 
tlemen, Clergymen and others having had the curioOfy 
to fee and examine the Perfon, 

Mr Cowper's Note on the foregoing Letter: 
It's not improbable* if the Abdomen of this Perfon had been 
Opened, but fome of its Contents would have been fi- >nd 
■not unlikp thofe. I have mentioned , in my Explication 
of the Z^tb Table of Prints pnbhfccd by Dr Bidioov r-'.v?.".;- 
1 take notice of a. young Gentlewoman I differed , in 
whom I obfervcd the Omentum fo leffened, that at firjl 
it appeared doubtfull if that part had ever been exifient in 
that fubjedl ; but on frit? examination the little Remains of 
it refembled a Congeries of fmatt Glandules, fhtffed with, a 
Suet lih$ nutter. The whole Canal of the Intejlwes, even from 
*& Pylorus to the Anus, was difiended with Excrements, a*>d 
the Surfaces of all the J 'mall Guts adhered fo (Iri&ly to each 
other ^ that they could not be parted without tearing thei? ex- 
ternal Membrane* ' to which the Omentum contributed by it's 
adh-fon : The whole Ccinpages of the Intejiins very much 
refembling thai of 'the external furftce of the Brain covered 
with the Pia "mater, fo that the Mefentery in that fnbfeft cadd 
not befeen till this external inclofure was divided, By this 
diforder, 'tis certain, the Perifialtick motion ofiheGns mad 
needs be very mucb leffened, if not quite hindered. The Ferirc- 
meuraalfo in that cafe was very much thivksn'd.ard bad levers' 
preternatural white bodies fet at various di fiances ,?--,. its ?".-.*■ 
tern a! fur face .; the like appeared on the Stomach, which vrr 
m:ich refembled in figure the Miliary Gland? »n the h&ch pert 
of the Afpera Arferia;- 

Printed for S. Smith and B. Wdford, Printer* fa the Royal 
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